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Classroom Management 
 

I believe that positive behavior should be both recognized and 
rewarded on a regular and consistent basis. When the children 
exhibit positive behavior on a whole-class level, the students all 

earn Dojo points. Each Dojo point that is earned works towards a 
class goal. Once the goal is met, the students earn a celebration 

for their hard work. The students also earn Dojo points for 
positive individual behavior. At the end of each week the children 
can choose an individual reward if they meet the set benchmark. 
These systems allow each and every student to earn a reward 

on a consistent basis. Rewarding positive behavior promotes 
students to act with kindness and respect each and every day.  

 
_________________________________________________ 

 
Cooperative Learning  

 
I am a strong believer in cooperative learning in the classroom. I 
feel that students have the opportunity to teach each other and 
learn from one another on a daily basis. Therefore, the students 

will be working in pairs or groups on a regular basis in order to 
facilitate the process of cooperative learning. Research has 

proven that students do better when they are allowed to 
discuss and defend their ideas as they learn. Working in small 
cooperative groups also teaches students valuable social skills 

that they will need throughout their lives.  Please encourage your 
child to embrace working with others in cooperative groups. 

 
 



Communication 
In order to create a strong home-school connection, I believe 
that it is crucial for parents to know what is happening in their 

child’s classroom. Therefore, I will send home a weekly update to 
inform you of what is going on within our classroom community.  

 
In an effort to keep you informed of your child’s progress, I 
will also send additional emails or notes home if I feel that your 
child is doing a great job and/or needs extra help in a particular 

area or if I see that they need to be challenged further.   
 

I want you to know that my door is always open. I will always 
contact you with any comments, questions or concerns and I 

encourage you to do the same. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Class Website 

 
In addition to the weekly update, important information about 
our classroom can be found on the classroom website. Some of 
the information that can be found on the website includes:  

 
- Classroom News/Important Dates  
- Daily Homework 
- Class Schedule  
- Classroom Procedures 
- Curriculum Resources 

 
 



Classroom Procedures  
 

Homework 
 

Homework is a great way for teachers, students, and parents 
to assess understanding of material covered in class.	Students 
will have homework Monday through Thursday. Students will be 

record their daily homework assignments in their homework 
planner	each day. 

 
 All necessary homework materials and any school notices will 

be	put in	their homework folder.  
 

The homework planner	and homework folder will be going home 
with your child	daily.	Please check your child's homework 

planner	to view their assignments. Daily homework assignments 
are also available on my web page. 

 
 

If your child has difficulty completing a homework assignment, 
please send a note or an email letting me know.	Homework will be 

checked each morning as a part of our daily routine.	Although 
homework will be checked for completion rather than accuracy, 

not	completing	homework on a regular basis will impact a 
student's overall grade. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Reading 

 
Students are	to read every night, either alone or with you. Every 

month they will receive a Reading Log to be filled out 
daily.	Reading	Logs will be checked daily and collected at the end 
of the month. Students should be reading every day at home 
including the weekend. This is an important part of your child's 

daily homework.	Please help	to assure your child reads, 
completes, and has his/her	Reading Log in school every	day. 

Reading Logs should be kept in their reading book bag. 
 

Snack 
 

Students are permitted to have a snack in the morning. Please 
ensure that your child's snacks are healthy and don't interfere 
with their ability to work. Some suggestions include pretzels, 
fresh fruit, cheese, yogurt, and veggies. Please avoid sugary 
foods and drinks.	 
 

Birthdays 
 

Students may bring in a	birthday snack, but I must be notified at 
least one day prior to the celebration. It is important that there 
is enough for each student in the class (21 students) and that any 
necessary	utensils/paper products are supplied. 	Invitations to 

parties are not	permitted in school unless every child in the class 
is invited. 

 
** IMPORTANT: the snacks cannot be homemade. ** 



Curriculum 
 

Mathematics 
 

Correctly learning math relies on problem solving and conceptual 
understanding, as well as basic memorization.  The mastery of 
basic math facts is essential to mathematical growth. Our class 
will be working on math drills beginning with basic addition facts. 
We will also drill on subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. 
You can help your child prepare by studying flashcards with 
them or even calling out math facts while driving in the car or 

waiting in line at the grocery store! The more practice they get, 
the more successful they will be with their understanding of 

math. In the classroom, we will also work on building successful 
strategies to solve problems. 

  
 
 
Additional Math Information:  
- Student Reference Books can be accessed from home on the 
Everyday Math website. 
- Each night's math homework reinforces the skills from that 
day's lesson.  Math sheets must be completed the night they are 
assigned. Please rip out the Homelink assigned for homework and 
send it in to school with your child on the following school day.  
- Unit tests will be announced in advance, and all tests will be sent 
home for parents to review. Please sign & return all tests. 
 

 
 
 



Language Arts  
 

Reading Workshop 
 

Research has shown that the way to become a good reader is 
to READ!  Students will have to read each night as part of their 

homework and will have to fill out a reading log.  Parents can help 
by checking the reading logs at home, providing regular reading 
times, and discussing what your child is reading. The main goal is 
for students to be reading regularly and to be reflecting and 

understanding what they read. Sometimes students will also have 
a reading partner or group. They will be reading the same or 

similar books as their partner/s and will be held accountable to 
talk about what they read.  This helps students orally 

communicate what they read and think about and respond to 
other students’ opinions. 

 
Students will be assessed 3-4 times a year in order to determine 
their reading level.  Likewise, each student's reading notebook will 

be reviewed in order to assess how closely he/she is able to 
follow each day's lesson. 

 
*** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Writing Workshop 
 

Just as with reading, research shows that students learn how to 
write by writing. To do this, students will become a part of a 
workshop of writers in our classroom. They will participate in 
mini-lessons on various writing strategies and ideas, and then 

they will be encouraged to write in order to practice what 
they’ve learned. This year, we will be working on personal 

narratives, personal essays, mini-literary essays, poetry, realistic 
fiction, nonfiction books, and prompted writing.  Students will 
learn to come up with ideas and draft pieces that follow the 

format of each unit.  Learning that all great writing comes with 
revision, students will continue to hone their skills until they are 

ready for publication. 
 

Students will be assessed on their writing independence, ability to 
follow unit structure, writing organization, grammar, and content.  
Student work in their notebooks, drafts, and published pieces will 

all be assessed. 
 

** 
 

Words Their Way 
 

Students will be given spelling inventories and put into Words 
Their Way groups.  Each cycle, the students will have a new sort 
to work with and master.  Students will receive Words Their Way 

homework each night only if they do not complete this work in 
school. 

 
 

 
 



Classroom Library & Scholastic 
 
Classroom Library 
 
I maintain a classroom library.  In the beginning of the school 
year, I make sure to speak with the children about respecting 
the books in the library both in and out of school. I allow them to 
take the books home with them in an effort to instill a love 
reading. I ask that you try to help them take care of the books 
and keep them looking new so that I can use them for years to 
come. Please make sure any book taken home finds its way back 
to the classroom. 
 
 
Scholastic Book Club 
 
Several times a year I encourage students to order books from 
Scholastic Book Clubs. By sending in a book order, I receive free 
books for the classroom library. Also, I always welcome and 
appreciate donations of gently used books for the library. If 
ordering books, you can order online or make a single check out 
directly to Scholastic Book Clubs. I am not permitted to accept 
cash.    

 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
Thank you for taking the time to look over this document. I am confident that 
this school year will be extremely productive for your child. I look forward to 
working with you in ensuring that your child receives a high-quality and well-

rounded education.  
 

        J Ms. Casey    


